
Welcome to Telehamster! 
We’re very proud of our homegrown telephone 
network and we’re grateful that you’ve joined. The 
bigger the network grows, the beƩer for everybody. So 
thanks. 

 

Seƫng up your gear 
Inside your package are: 

 A black Telehamster “magic box” 
 A black power cord 
 A blue ethernet cable (“RJ45”) 

You’ll need to get yourself: 

 a phone and  
 a phone cord (“RJ11”).  

Once you have this gathered, plug the black box into 
power via the black power cord, plug the black box into 
your internet router via the blue ethernet cable, and 
plug your phone into the black box via the phone cord. 
Wait unƟl all three lights on the face of the box turn 
solid blue, and you are ready to go!  

 
If your router is not in a convenient locaƟon, we 
recommend using a wifi range extender with an 
ethernet port. See telehamster.net for which device we 
recommend. 

 
If you want to protect your sleep at all cost, you can put 
the box on an old-fashioned Christmas light Ɵmer so it 
switches off at night. 

You can also connect an answering machine to your 
phone. Some modern phones have answering machines 
built into them.  

Your account 
You should have recently received an email from us 
explaining how to log in to your account. Once you are 
logged in, you can 

 access the full member directory 
 change which numbers your phone can and can’t 

call 
 change which numbers can and can’t call your 

phone 
 

How to use Telehamster 
1) Call a friend 
2) Call a hotline or another of our unique creaƟve 

experiences 
3) Call an organizaƟon 

Did you know you can use Telehamster in public? See 
the directory for a list of public places to access a 
Telehamster phone. 

How to be a good member 
Here is some basic telephone protocol that we all once 
took for granted:  

 Answer with "Hello?" or beƩer yet "Graves 
residence, Simon speaking".  

 If you're the one calling, idenƟfy yourself and then 
ask for the person you hope to reach. "This is 
Simon; may I please speak with Nicholas?" 

 Don’t make rude prank calls 
 Don’t call when you think someone might be 

sleeping.  

Spread the word! 
We don’t adverƟse on social media, except via the very 
reasonably social medium of person-to-person talking! 
We don’t collect your data, sell you to adverƟsers, spy 
on you, spam you, or fight for your aƩenƟon. We’re a 
very small, personable ouƞit and we promise to stay 
human, always. Please tell anyone who values our 
humanity to give us a try! 

 

Enjoy! 

-Simon and Casey 

 

  



 

Handy Numbers 
 
 

                          Full Directory at telehamster.net 

The Hotlines 
FISH 3474 “Fun Fish Facts” by Sarah G. 
LIFE 5433 Wild Times in Whatcom Cnty. 

FREQ 3737 Intrigues of Music and Sound 
MATH 6284 Mathematical Mayhem 
PAST 7278 Bellingham's history  

POEM 7636 Poems by youth in Oakland 
JOKE 5653 Jokes 
READ 7323 Stories 
SONG 7664 Songs 
SPAM 7726 All the spam we aren’t sending 
SUBJ 7825 B’ham music scene by SubJam 
TIME 8463 Time and date 

   

Bellingham Organizations 
BAAY 2221 BAAY 
VNYL 8695 Black Noise Records 

BDWN 2396 Brandywine Kitchen 
BRZN 2796 Brazen Shop + Studio 
CDN1 2361 Cascadia Daily News 
MUSH 6874 Cascadia Mushroom Farm 
2099 2099 The Comics Place 
GUIT 4848 Champlin Guitars 
POKE 7653 Fairhaven Poke 
FAIR 3247 The Fairhaven Program 

FMMA 3662 Fiamma Pizza & Burger 
GAK1 4251 Gabriel’s Art Kids (Dupont St.) 
LEO1 5361 Hotel Leopold 
KZAX 5929 KZAX community radio 
LOV0 5680 Loving Space School 
MSAS 6727 Make.Shift Art Space 
OCTO 6286 Marine Life Center 
MTNI 6864 Martini Mercantile 
NPT1 6781 New Prospect Theatre 
NORT 6678 Northerly Customs 
OLDT 6538 Old Town Café 
PBAY 7229 Pickford Film Ctr. - Bay St. 
PGND 7465 Pickford Film Ctr. - Grand Ave. 
RAVN 7286 Raven Breads 
SPRK 7775 Spark Museum 
SUNY 7869 Sunnyland Nbhd. Association 
HUB1 4821 The Hub Community Bike Shop 

 

Infrastructure 
LIST 5478 The Phone Book (list of numbers) 
TELE 8353 Leave a message for Telehamster 

NEWS 6397 News and Community Bulletin 
   

Interactive! 

NIH1 6441 
Luca&Ryu in Yokohama, Japan. Bilingual talk on 
Japanese language, songs, Japanese mythology and 
culture. Please call only between 2pm & 2am PDT. 

KELL 5355 

Call this number to practice reading out loud for 5 - 
15 minutes with Bellingham public school teacher 
Kelly Brandon. Thursdays 12:30pm - 1:30pm and 
Sundays 6:00pm - 7:00pm. 

POET 7638 

Poetry Prescription Line, Hosted by Chapter 510's 
Dept. of Make / Believe... Fridays 1pm - 4pm, Having 
feelings? We got you! Call to talk to our Poetry 
Doctor who will prescribe you a poem for whatever 
ails you.  All other times:  The Prime Minister of Far 
Off Ideas needs your help! Leave a poem or story 
idea after the tone to protect the Dept. of Make / 
Believe from the dreadful return of boring. 

HELP 4357 The Advice Column with Nicholas Barth - call this to 
ask for advice (call ADVC for responses) 

ADVC 2382 Call this to hear Nick's advice 

IDEA 4332 Baderson Story Idea Hotline! Leave your (very) brief 
story prompts here, and call TALE to hear the stories! 

TALE 8253 
Stories improvised by the Baderson team, based on 
kids' prompts! Family-friendly. New stories roughly 
twice a week. 

ABTM 2286 It's About Time (You Called) - Interactive fiction by 
Tavia Stewart 

ELSE 3573 

(Something Else Altogether): Leave a message for 
someone (or something) you've lost, tell us about 
the best day of your life, or respond to other 
questions asked on our way-back machine. If we 
happen to be in the space the time of your call, we 
will pick up and transcribe your message (and we 
may or may not tell you a knock-knock joke).  

 

 


